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Beneral Foreword.
(1907).

In the flood of Masonic literature, more or less
ephemeral, which appears year by year, one class,
and that certainly not the least entertaining and
instructive, seems of late to have been entirely
absent. These are the Reprints, with notes, of
old Masonic manuscripts, books and pamphlets,
or portions of such, which are curious, rare or
valuable.

This work carried out in so splendid a manner
by the ‘ Quatuor Coronati” Lodge, No. 2070
London, in the years 1889 to 1900, has, alas, beep
discontinued, to the deep regret of all Masonic
students.* The unique character of the Reprints
already produced, and the excellence of their
execution, has laid the Masonic fraternity under
a permanent obligation to that well-known and
distinguished Lodge, and it is sincerely to be
hoped that, ere long, the valuable work may be
recommenced, as very much in that direction still
remains to be done.

Meanwhile, something on a smaller and less
pretentious scale may be undertaken with ad-
vantage by the ““ Lodge of Research,” No. 2429
Leicester. It is therefore proposed to issue from
time to time, as circumstances will allow, reprints
of portions of little known Masonic manuscripts,
books and pamphlets, which may be considered
of sufficient interest, and are not easily obtainable
by the ordinary Masonic reader.

* A further Vol. was published in 1913.
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Much of the Masonic literature of the eighteenth
century would not prove of sufficient value or
interest, much could not be reprinted without
incurring the displeasure of the Masonic authori-
ties, but enough remains to form a valuable series,
even although it may be necessary in some cases,
for obvious reasons, seriously to mutilate the work.

Some of these proposed reprints will be in
exact fac-simile, others will be printed verbatim
et liferatim with the same pagination and with
type as nearly matching the originals as can be
obtained. Plates of frontispieces or title-pages
will be added, in order to make the volumes as
valuable and useful as possible, to those who
desire to become acquainted with some of the
early literature of Freemasonry.

J.T.T.

54 PRINCESS Roab,
LEICESTER.

AR



7
Foreword to Vol. VIIL

A MASTER-KEY TO FREEMASONRY, a rare
pamphlet, published in 1760, is selected for
Masonic REpPRINTS, No. VIII, issued as a Supple-
ment to the Lodge of Research Transactions for
the year 1924-25. This must not be confounded
with that other rare pamphlet, John Browne’s
““ Master-Key,” of which editions were published
in 1798 and 1802 ; the two works are quite
different and distinct.

A MasTER-KEY TO FREE-MASONRY of 1760 is
one of the long list of “exposures’” which saw
the light in the eighteenth century, and which
now rank as Masonic curiosities, being eagerly
sought by collectors. It is one of the rarest of
its class, not more than a dozen copies being
known. Two editions were published, both in
the year 1760. The earlier is here reproduced ;
the second is catalogued by Kloss and Wolfstieg,
and is also referred to by Bro. W. J. Hughan in
The Freemason of May 13th, 1882.* The author
of the pamphlet is unknown.

It differs from most of those publications, in
not taking the usual form of a catechism, being
written in descriptive, narrative form. Unfor-
tunately, it has been deemed necessary, for
obvious reasons, to omit a few words from the
transcript, but most Masonic readers will find
little difficulty in filling up the blank spaces.

The reproduction is made from a copy in the
Leicester Freemasons’ Hall Library, and a few
purely verbal errors have been corrected in the

transcript.
J. T.T.

* London: J. Burd, 1760. 8 vo. pp. VIIL. and 48. Price a
British Sixpence.
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Totes on “El (Daster=TRey
to Jree=Hasonry.”

This rare pamphlet occupies an important
position in the series of ‘‘ exposures,” following
Prichard’s Masonry Dissected of 1730, etc., but
preceding by a few years a whole range of these
curious productions, which flooded the country
from 1762 onwards. Although published as late
as 1760, it is very largely a translation of portions
of a French ‘ exposure’” L’'Ordre des Francs-
Magons Trahi (The Order of the Free Masons
betrayed), supposed to have been written by
L’Abbé Perau, and printed in Amsterdam in
1745.%¥ It thus falls into a position about mid-way
between Masonry Dissected and J. and B. Its
French origin is clearly indicated by the use of
such words as “ profane’ for an un-initiated
person, ‘‘ Assistants ’ for Wardens, the ““ touch ”
for the grip, ““ God-father” for sponsor, by the
use of the term ‘‘ Grand Master "’ for Worshipful
Master, by the elaborate ceremony at the ban-
quetting-table, etc., etc.

Practically all Continental Masonic ritual and
ceremonial was originally derived from England
in the second and third decades of the eighteenth
century, so that however much it deviated from
its English original in subsequent years, in 1745
it probably retained much of its early form. It
may therefore be assumed, that ““ A MASTER-KEY
TO FREE-MASOXNRY fairly represents the English
working of 1740-1745 cir.

* There were several editions of this work.
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This pamphlet is believed to be the earliest
English publication to contain the important
alteration made in its ritual by the Grand Lodge
of England about the year 1739.* In consequence
of the number of clandestine, or irregularly-made,
Masons, it was decided to reverse the first and
second degree-words, of which private information
was sent to each Lodge. This was an unwise step
to take, as it subsequently proved, though it
probably had the desired effect of keeping
imposters out of the Lodges. This reversal con-
tinued in vogue until April 12th, 1809, when ““in
consequence of a Recommendation of the Com-
mittee of Charity held on the #th of April Instant,
it was Resolved That the Grand Lodge do agree in
opinion with the Committee of Charity that it is
not necessary any longer to continue in force those
measures which were resorted to in or about the
year 1739 respecting irregular Masons and do
therefore enjoin the several Lodges to revert to
the ancient Land-Marks of the Society. (Signed)
By order of the Grand Lodge, William White.
G.S.'F

The first appearance in print of this reversal
was in a French ““ exposure "’ Le Secret des Francs-
Magons (The Secret of the Free Masons) published
in 1744, followed a year after by L'Ordre des
Francs-Magons Trahi, and copied from that work
by the author of A Master-Key to Free-Masonry
in 1760, as already mentioned. This action of the
Gd. Lo. of England in reversing the words is not
generally known to the present generation of
Craftsmen, but Masonic students have long been
aware of the fact, and all * exposures” printed

* Vide Book of Constitutions, 1784, p. 240.
1+ William \White's MS. note in a copy of B.C. 1784, p. 241, in the
possession of J. T. T.
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after 1760 contained evidence of the change,
except perhaps a few Irish re-prints.*

Whoever the author of this pamphlet was, he
was certainly a person devoid of principle, for,
in the Dedication, he frankly admits that he
extorted from an unworthy member of the Order,
certain information that he had taken an oath
not to reveal. It will also be noted that, unlike
some other writers of this class of literature, the
author of A Master-Key to Free-Masonry has
nothing to say against the Order ; he may think
it silly and childish, but he candidly confesses
that there is much in it that is admirable, and
defends it vigorously against the unjust attacks of
calumniators. Indeed he gives it as his opinion,
that ““ the real design of the establishment of this
society is to mend the heart, to inform the under-
standing, and act in every respect according to the
laws of decency and order.” (Page 2.)

Many of the statements made by this unknown
writer are quite true, of which a few may be
mentioned, viz. :—

Early in the eighteenth century some Lodges were
** distinguished by the names of those that preside in them.”
(Page 2). As soon as Lodges began to adopt special names—
about 1750—this custom ceased.

The highly laudable manner in which they assisted their
poor, making no difference between foreigners and fellow
citizens—foreigners in this case meaning those residing in
another town, not those of another nationality. (Page 39.)

The zealous observance of the rules, regulations, laws,
statutes and constitutions of the Order. Any lapse, he says,
is punished by admonition, fines (‘‘ set apart to relieve the
poor ”’), or expuision from the Lodge, * if the case seems to
require it.”” (Pages 4 and 29.)

* This subject is dealt with in The Freemason of Nov. 1923.
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The ceremonial at the banquetting-table, as narrated,
was in general use on the Continent, but in England much
less attention was paid thereto. At the present time only a
very small portion remains, as an interesting relic of by-gone
times. (Pages 6 and 7.)

On the other hand certain customs recorded as
being in general use at the time the pamphlet was
written, are now no longer observed, or have been
altered, developed or modified, viz.:—

All the Brethren carry the rule and compass. (Page 6.)

Both the Assistants (Wardens) sit in the West. (Pages
6 and 30.)

The wearing of swords in the Lodge. (Page 16.)

The special use of the Gospel according to St. John.
{Page 16.)

Serving-brethren seated at the same table with the rest
of the Brethren. (Page 11.) This is still the custom in a
few Lodges.

The use of a Chamber of Reflection. (Page 13.)

The meagre character of the M.M. degree, which was taken

by very few of the Brethren in the early days of the Gd. Lo.
of England. (Page 24.)

As already stated, it has been considered
necessary to omit certain words and phrases, but
those Brethren who are familiar with the present-
day working of the Order, should have no difficulty
in filling up the blanks. Still there is much of
interest, apart from these, which should afford
both profit and pleasure to those members of the
Order, who can spare time to read, if not to study,
this reproduction of a rare Masonic tract.

J.T.T.
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TO THE
FREE-MASONS.
GENTLEMEN,

%QM%% will candidly confels to you that

: l % you are betrayed, but at the
#%%%555% {ame time mult confels to you
that | am not the traitor. I came
to the knowledge of your fecrets in
this manner.  You muft know, I
brought a very inquifitive and prying
temper into the world with me. It
was therefore natural that your fe-
crets [hould pique my curiofity. The
fhorteft way to gratify this inclination
was to have entered mylelf a mem-
ber of your f{ociety, but, as you ex-

KPR

&

act
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VI DEDICATION.

act an oath of fecrecy, and as I could

never look upon oaths as things of
as little conlequence, as they are
thought by fome Cufltom - houfe offi-
cers, | was obliged to have recourfe
to another expedient. | made it my
bufinefs to feek out one of your un-
worthy members, for every {ociety
has fome, and found means to draw
from him a full and complete detail
of your fecrets. | made the experi-
ment of the figns I learned from him
upon many of your brethren, whom
I had the good {ortune to pals my-
felf upon for a Free- Mafon. Em-
boldened by this fuccels, I went fo
far as to frequent your Lodges, and
by fo doing for ten years f{ucceffively,
I have acquired {uch thorough infor-
mation  concerning every thing that
relates to your order, that [ may fay,
without vanity, that | am as com-

pletely
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DEDICATION. vil.

pletely initiated into your myfteries
as the molt profound of your doctors.
If you doubt of this you may ealily
be f{atiffied by applying to my pub-
lifher, who will communicate to you
my anfwers to all fuch queltions as
you think proper to propofe.  Gen-
tlemen, if you are ingenuous enough
to own, that what | advance 1n this
work 1s true, you will, I make no
doubt, have recourfe to the fubter-
fuge of faying, that this i1s not all,
that I have not difclofed in what the
grand fecret of your order conlfifts,
and that it is impoffible it fhould ever
be divulged. You will in all proba-
bility, Gentlemen, avail yourfelves of
this artifice, and, | mult own, you
will be in the right in fo doing. This
1s your belt method of impofing upon
the public, who will not think your
myfteries quite as ferious and impor-

tant
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viil DEDICATION.

tant as you would have them thought.
However, Gentlemen, your confci-
ences bear witnefs to the truth of
what | advance: and I confent to be
looked upon as the moft defpicable
of impoftors, if your fociety has any
other fecrets but thofe contained in
this book. I here deviate from the
ftyle of a dedication, Gentlemen,
but to make you fome amends, I
muft own, that it is but doing juftice
to your Order to acknowledge, that
there belong to it a great number of
perfons, of all ranks, highly refpec-
table for their virtues and their per-
fonal qualifications. 1 am

GENTLEMEN,
Your moft obedient,

Humble Servant,
THE AUTHOR.
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A
MASTER-KEY
TO
FREE-MASONRY, &c.

gre&22%4 S my intention is to introduce the
b4 A % reader into the alfemblies of Free-
b % Malons, I fhall begin by explain-
TEPHREI®  ing the terms made ule of by the
order, which I look upon as indi{penflably
necellary to enable the reader to under(tand
what follows.

The fociety of Free-malons was in its
origin, a [ociety of perfons who unitedly
made a vow to rebuild Solomon’s Temple.
It does not [eem probable, that the modern
Free-Mafons have any thoughts of putting
this defign into execution; if they have,
their fociety mult laft a long time; for it
does not feem probable, that this event will
take place for many years. But the truth
of it is, that this name of Free-Malons is

B entirely
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entirely allegorical, the real delign of the
eftablifhment of this [ociety is to mend the
heart, to inform the under{tanding, and act
in every relpect, according to the laws of
decency and good order ; this is denoted by
the principal emblems of the Free-Mafons,
which are the rule and compals.*

In former times there was but one Grand
Mafter, and he was an Englilhman ; at pre-
fent every country where Free-Mafonry is
efltablifhed, has its peculiar Grand Malter.
He that is invelted with this dignity, is
called Right Worlhipful : ’tis his bulinels to
deliver the conftitutions to the Malters who
prelide over particular affemblies. Their
con[titutions are always figned by a principal
officer of the order, namely, by the Se-
cretary General.

'Tis at the dilcretion of the Grand Mal-
ters to hold an alfembly or Lodge whenever
they think proper: the only regular and
conftant alfemblies, are thofle that are held
on the [econd Saturday of every month.

Tho’ all the aflemblies of Free-Malons
are commonly called Lodges, this name pro-
perly belongs to none but f{uch as have a
Mafter nominated by the Grand Malter.
Thefe Lodges are diftinguilhed by the names
of thole that preflide in them ; thus it is

cultomary

* These we call to-day ** the square and compasses.”  Iid.
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FREE-MASONRY. 3

cuftomary to [ay, I have been received in
Mr. N’s lodge.

As all Free-Malfons are at liberty to al-
[emble whenever they think proper; they
elect a Prefident by the plurality of voices,
when he who is appointed by the Grand
Mafter happens not to be in the way. How-
ever, if any of the principal officers who
attend the Grand Malter [hould happen to
be prelent, he is generally preferred before
others. I [hall hereafter inform the reader
who thele officers are.

The number of perfons of which a Lodge
is compoled is indeterminate; but no al-
fembly of Free-Mafons is looked upon as
a Lodge, unlels there are prelent two Mal-
ters, three Fellow-Crafts, and two Appren-
tices. We [hall hereafter explain to the
reader the meaning of thefle titles, in our
delcription of the reception of a Free-Ma-
fon.

When a Lodge is held, there are two
principal officers under the Mafter, thele
are called Alfiftants : their bulinels is to caule
the laws of the fociety to be put into exe-
cution, and to give the word of command
when ordered by the Grand Maflter. Every
Lodge has likewife it’s Trealurer, in whole
hands are depolited the funds of the [ociety.

B2 The
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The charges of the company are defrayed
by him, and in every alfembly held on the
firlt of a Month he is obliged to lay his ac-
counts before the Brothers. There is more-
over a Secretary, whofe duty is to collect
the principal deliberations of the Lodge, in
order to impart them to the Secretary Gene-
ral of the order. The authority of a Mal-
ter, tho’ chief of a Lodge, has influence no
farther than he is himlelf a zealous oblerver
of the [tatutes; for if he fhould enfringe
any of them, the Brethren do not let him
pals uncenfured. When an accident of this
kind happens, each Brother has his vote
upon the occalion, and the punifhment pre-
{cribed is more or lels [evere, according to
the nature of the offence.  This is fome-
times carried [o far, as to depole the Malter
and exclude him from the Lodges.

When a Brother has prevaricated, the
Mafter reproves him, and he may fine him
by his private authority ; this fine muft be
pay’d directly, and is always (et apart to re-
lieve the poor. The Malter however, does
not punifh any but flight faults in this man-
ner, when they happen to be of greater
importance he 1s obliged to call an alfembly
in order to deliberate thereupon. We
[hall hereafter lay before the reader the cere-
mony obferved upon the expullion of a Bro-
ther. I fhall only jult obferve at prelent,

that



25

FREE-MASONRY. 5

that when a Brother is excluded, or has given
the [ociety occalion to treat him with rigour,
he is not obliged to quit the Lodge directly,
but notice is given that it is [hut. The reader
may perhaps imagine, that by [hutting the
Lodge is meant, f[hutting the door of the
Lodge ; ’tis the very reverfe. When a Lodge
is [aid to be fhut, any body that is not a
Free-Mafon has free accels to it; he is ad-
mitted to eat and drink there, and talk of
the news of the day. To open a Lodge in
the Free-Mafon’s language [ignifies, that
"tis allowed to [peak openly of the mylteries
of Free-Malonry, and of whatever con-
cerns the order : at fuch a time none of the
profane ([o all but Free-Malons are called by
the fociety) are admitted, and if any intru-
der [hould enter, the Lodge would be im-
mediately [hut; that is to [ay, a profound
filence would be oblerved, with regard to
the affairs of the Free-Malons. 'Tis to be
oblerv’d however, that there is no danger of
interruptions, except in the particular al-
[emblies ; for when a Grand Lodge is held,
all the entrances are guarded that none of
the profane can get in: if however, not-
with[tanding all the precautions taken, any
body fhould have the addrels to introduce
himfelf, or any [ulpected Apprentice [hould
make his appearance while the mylteries
of Free-Malonry are treated of, whoever
fhould fir{t perceive it, would not {fail to

apprife
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apprife the Brothers, by telling them ’tis
raining ; the meaning of which words is,
that ’tis not [afe to [peak any longer of what
concerns Free-Mafonry. At thefle folemn
alfemblies every Brother has an apron made
of a white [kin, and the [trings are made
of [kin likewile.  The aprons of [ome are
[imple, and without any ornament ; others
wear aprons bordered with blue ribbon:
with the apron they carry the rule and com-
pals, which are the emblems of the order.

When they (it down to the table, the
Malter is feated in the fir[t place on the ealt-
[ide: the firft and [fecond Affliltants are
[eated oppolite to him on the welt-fide; if
‘tis the day of a reception, the candidates
have the honourable place, that is to [ay,
they are [eated on the right and left hand of
the Malfter.

On the davs of reception, the Malter, the
two Alliltants, the Secretary, and the Trea-
[urer of the order, wear about their necks a
blue ribbon of a triangular figure. By the
Malter’s ribbon hang a rule and a compals,
which fhould be made of gold, or at leaft
gilt : the Alfiltants and other officers carry
the compals alone.

The candles that are placed upon the
table, muft always be placed in the form of
a
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a triangle ; nay, there are many Lodges in
which the candlelticks are of a triangular
figure : they are ufually made of wood, and
carved with allegorical figures, alluding to
Free-Mafonry. However, this is not uni-
verlally oblerved. Upon the table are always
placed three, five, [even or nine diflhes.
When the whole company is (eated, every
body is at liberty to call for his bottle ; all
the terms which they make ule of in drink-
ing are borrowed from artillery : the bottle
they call a barrel, water and wine they call
powder, with this difference, that they call
the former white, and the latter red. The
exercile oblerved in drinking, does not al-
low them to make ule of glalles; their
glalfes would be broke whenever they
drink : they make ule of bowls, which
they call cannons. = When they drink in
ceremony they ufe this exprelfion, Give us
powder, every body riles, and then the Grand
Malter fays, Charge: they hereupon fill
their bowls, and the Grand Malter [fays,
Handle your arms — prelent — fire: thus
arc the three different actions which they
oblerve in drinking diftinguilhed. In the
fir[t, they lay their hands on their bowls ; in
the [econd they hold them out as it were to
prelent their arms; and in the third, they
all drink. In drmkmfr thev all keep their
eves upon the Grand Mafter, in order to
perform the exercife tooether when they

have
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have drank, they hold their bowls out be-
fore them, then lay them upon the left
brealt, and afterwards upon the right, and
this is done three times : they then lay their
bowls three times upon the table, [trike
their hands together three times, and each
member cries out three times, Vivat. Their
drinking in this manner makes the prettielt
fight imaginable ; and it may be [aid, to
the praile of the Free-Malons, that there
is no military (chool in which the ex-
ercife is performed with greater exactnels.
Let the aflembly be ever [o numerous, the
motion of one is always for the motion of
all the relt ; no one is ever [een to be behind
hand ; and as foon as ever the word ot com-
mand is given, the exercile is performed
with a uniformity, that relembles enchant-
ment. The noile which is heard when
they lay their bowls upon the table is very
confiderable, but not confufed ; ’tis but one
fingle ftroke, but it is [trong enough to break
any vellels not made of [olid metal : if any
one failed in the exercile they would begin
again, but they would not fill their bowls
a-new ; this happens but [eldom, but it
happens [ometimes: [uch blunders are ge-
nerally committed by members newly re-
ceived, who are not accuftomed to the ex-

ercile.
The
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The King’s health is the firlt they drink;
they next drink that of the Grand Malfter ;
then that of the fir[t and [econd Affiftants,
and then that of the Brothers in general.
When there are new members prefent their
health is drank immediately after that of the
Alfiftants ; the fame diltinction is paid to
the Brother Vifitors, who happen to be in
the Lodge ; they give this name to the Free-
Malons of another Lodge, who come to
communicate with their Brethren.  The
quality of Brethren made evident by the
ligns of the order, intitles them to an ho-
nourable reception in all the Lodges.

‘Tis to be noted, that when they drink
in ceremony, they all drink ({tanding; when
the Grand Malter quits the Lodge about
any bulinels of importance, the firft Al-
(iftant takes his place ; hereupon the fecond
Affiftant takes the place of the firlt, and
one of the Brothers becomes [econd Alliltant,
[o that thefe places are never vacant. The
firlt Alflfiftant thus becomes Grand Malter,
propoles the health of him who has jult
quitted, and takes care not to forget his
miftre(s : this is done with the greatelt [o-
lemnity imaginable. The reader f[hall have
a delcription of it when I [peak of the cere-
mony of a reception : if the Grand Malter
returns to the Lodge during the ceremony,

he
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he is not to take his place again; he is
obliged to [tand till the ceremony is over.

I muft here oblerve, with regard to wo-
men, that tho’ they are excluded the alf-
[emblies of Free-Malons, honourable men-
tion is always made of them there. On
the day of a reception, at the [ame time that
they give the apron to the new member,
they give him two pair of gloves, one for
himlelf and one for his miltrels or wife, if
he be a married man. The [ociety is how-
ever, very relerved with regard to women,
for in their aflemblies, as well [olemn as
particular, they [peak of them in very de-
cent and very concife terms; they drink
their health, and prelent them with
gloves, and that is all the notice that is
taken of them by the fociety. Tho’ decency
and [obriety are always exactly oblerved at
the entertainments of the Free-Malons ;
they do not however, exclude gaiety and
mirth : their converlations are [ufficiently
animated, but ’tis the tendernels and bro-
therly affection that prevail in them, that
render them molt highly entertaining.

When the Brethren after having converfed
for [ome time, appear dilpofed to [ing the
happinels of the [ociety, the Grand Malter
employs for that purpole either the [econd
Affiftant, or which ever of the Brethren he

thinks
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thinks belt qualified to acquit himlelf to
general [atisfaction. In the fir(t-rate Lodges,
when the Grand Malter orders a [ong, it is ac-
companied by a concert of French-horns
and other in[truments, whole harmonious
founds are [imbols of the union and good
intelligence, in which the happinels of the
Brothers confilts.  This concert being
ended, they [ing the hymns of the fra-
ternity.

Thele hymns are of feveral forts: [ome
are for the Alfli{tants, others for the Malter,
others for the Fellow-Crafts, and they at
laft finifh by thole of Apprentices. When-
ever a Lodge is held, the fongs of the Fel-
low-Crafts and the Apprentices are [ung;
when the lalt [ong is fung, the [ervants who
are called Serving-Brethren, and who are
likewile of the order, come to the Malter’s
table, and bring with them their cannons
charged ; (we have already explained this
term above) they lay them upon the Mal-
ter’s table, and {eat themfelves among/t them.
They all {tand up, and form a chain, that
is to [ay, they hold each other by the hand,
in a manner fomewhat [(ingular and extraor-
dinary. He that [tands on the right, holds
the left hand of his neighbour, and he that
[tands on the left, holds the right hand of his :

C2 thus
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thus they form a chain around the table.
They then fing the following air:

YE Brethren all,

Whom Free-Malons men call,
Without care or (trife,

In joy pafs this life.

Be a full brimmer [till,

Your defence ’gain(t all ill, |
And the jovial glals fill, }
To the health of all, Free Malons all,
We are Brethren, both great and [mall.

When they have [ung this catch they drink
in ceremony, excepting that they do not
cry Vivat. They then [ing other catches,
and at the lalt they drink without omitting
any of the ceremonies.

This whimlical jumble of [ervants and
Malters [eems at fir[t [ight odd and extra-
vagant : however, if we confider it in
its true light, we mult acknowledge that it
does great honour to humanity in general,
and to the [ociety of Free-Malons in par-
ticular. 'Tis jult to [ay, that equality
of Brethren is real among(t them, and not
a vain denomination. Amonglt Free-Ma-
fons, the Serving-Brethren tafte the [ame
plealures with their Mafters, they enjoy the
fame privileges, and this mult reflect the
highelt honour upon the [ociety.

Having
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Having thus given a general idea of what
palles- in the alfemblies of Free-Malons, I
fhall proceed to lay before the reader the
ceremonies oblerved upon the reception of
a Free-Mafon.  Whoever is delirous of be-
ing received a Free-Malon, muft endeavour
to get acquainted with a member of the [o-
ciety, who is obliged to give an account of
the life and manners of the candidate. He
that undertakes to introduce a new mem-
ber mult begin by informing the Brethren
of the good qualities of the perfon who de-
fires to be admitted of the [ociety : when
the Brethren have given their anfwer, the
candidate is at liberty to prelent himlelf :
the Brother who [peaks of the candidate to
the [ociety, is called the Propoler ; and on
the day appointed for the reception, he
[tands God-father.

The Lodge in which the ceremony of
reception is performed, conlifts of [everal
different apartments, one of which [hould
be totally dark. The God-father conducts
the candidate into this firlt : he is firlt alked
whether he is conlcious of having the voca-
tion neceffary to be received : he anlwers
yes ; he is then alked his name, [irname,
and condition. When he has anlwered thele
queftions, whatever he has about him made
of any [ort of metal is taken off, as buckles,
buttons, rings, boxes, &c. There are fome

Lodges
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Lodges where the members are [o exact in
this relpect, that they make a candidate to
pull off his clothes if there be lace on them ;
they then make him uncover his right knee,
and put his left foot with his fhoe on, into
a [lipper ; they then hoodwink him, and
leave him to his reflection for about an hour.
The chamber in which he is, is guarded
within and without by Brothers, who have
their fwords drawn in their hands to keep off
the profane, if any of them [hould approach.
The God-father ftays in the room with the
candidate, but he does not [peak to him:
when this time of f{ilence is over, the God-
father goes and knocks three times at the
door of the apartment in which the cere-
mony of reception is to be performed: the
Grand Malter anfwers from within by three
[trokes, and then orders the door to be

opened.

The God-father then tells him that a
gentleman named N offers himlelf,
and begs to be admitted a member of the
[ociety : the Malter fays hereupon, Afk him
if he has a vocation. The God-father does
as he is directed, and [oon after returns with
the anfwer of the candidate: the Grand
Mafter then orders that he f[hould be ad-
mitted ; the Alliftants crowd round in or-
der to conduct him.

We
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We mult here take notice, that there is
in the midft of the apartment a large [pace,
upon which two pillars of the Temple of
Solomon are drawn. On each [ide of this
[pace are drawn likewile a capital J, and
a capital B: the explanation of thefe let-
ters is not given till the candidate is re-
ceived : three lighted tapers placed in
the form of a triangle, are [et in the midlt
of the [pace between the pillars abovemen-
tioned.

The candidate is introduced blindfold in-
to the apartment by the Afliftants, whole
bulinefs it is to conduct him. There are
fome Lodges in which, as [oon as the candi-
date enters the apartment where the cere-
mony is to be performed, ’'tis cultomary to
throw powder or rozin, the illumination of
which has always fome effect, tho’ the per-
fon is blindfold.

The candidate is carried three times round
the [pace in the midft of the chamber. In
fome Lodges the candidate is obliged to go
nine times round this [pace; whillt he
is making this circuit, the Alliltant-Bro-
thers make a fort of a noile by [triking
conftantly upon the attributes of the order,
which hang to the blue ribbon, which they
wear about their necks.  There are [ome
Lodges where this cultom is not oblerved ;

thole
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thofe who have gone thro’ this ceremony de-
clare, that nothing can be more painful
than making this circuit blindfold ; one is
as much fatigued when it is finithed, as af-
ter a long journey.

When all thefe ceremonies are over, the
candidate is led to the midlt of the above-
mentioned [pace; he is then brought three
times before the Grand Malter, who is at
the upper-end behind an arm-chair, upon
which is placed the Golpel according to St.
John. The Grand Malter then puts this
queltion to the candidate, Do you find that
you have a vocation to be received a member
of this [ociety ? The candidate anlwers,
Yes. Let him [ee the light, [ays the Grand
Maflter thereupon, he has been deprived ot
it long enough. They then take the bandage
from his eyes, and whillt they are [o doing,
the Brethren form a circle round him with
their {words drawn in their hands, the points
ot which they prelent to his brealt. The
lights, the glitter of the [words, the fan-
taltick ornaments borne by the grand officers,
the appearance of all the Brethren in white
aprons, all this together makes a dazzling
light for a perfon who has been two hours in
the dark, and whole eyes are moreover ex-
tremely fatigued by the bandage.  The
darknefs which the candidate has been [o

long kept in, and his uncertainty concerning
what
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what is to be done for his reception mult, no
doubt, throw his mind into a perplexity,
which cannot but occafion an extreme fur-
prile at the moment that the light is reltored
to his eyes. When the bandage is taken
off, the candidate is obliged to come three
times up to a [tool, which is placed at
the foot of the arm-chair: upon this
[tool are placed a rule and a compals: then
the Brother, who is dignified with the title
of Speaker, becaule he is obliged to make a
[peech at the reception, [ays to the candi-
date, You are going to enter into a relpec-
table fociety, which is more [erious and im-
portant than you imagine. It admits of no-
thing contrary to law, religion or morality,
nor does it allow of anything inconfiltent
with the allegiance due to his Majelty : the
Worfhipful Grand Malter will tell you the
reft. 'Tis evident from this [peech,
that the orators of the f{ocieties of Free-Ma-
[ons are [tudious of brevity.

"Tis however left to the direction* of
the Speaker to add [omething to the ufual
form ; but what he adds, mult be very con-
cile : this is a law eftablifhed by the found-
ders of the order, who very prudently
thought proper to banifh every thing
tedious and unnecelfary : they forelaw, no
doubt, that a more extenlive liberty would

introduce among(t them, as it has ellewhere,
the

*Probably an error for ** discretion.” Ed.
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the tirelome cuftom of making long and
infipid harangues, the extravagant jargon of
which has long offended the ears of the
judicious.

The duty of a Free-Malon is to live
amicably with his DBrethren, to oblerve
punctually the inftitutions of the [ociety,
and above all a profound [ecrecy, with re-
gard to its mylteries.  There is no occafion
for a long dilcourfe to inltruct candidates
upon this head. @ When the Speaker has
ended his fpeech, the candidate is delired to
put his knee upon the [tool : he mult kneel
upon his right knee, which is bare as I f[aid
above. According to the antient form of
reception, the candidate, tho’ kneeling upon
his right knee, [hould have his left foot in
the air: this polition appears to me a little
troublefome ; ’tis probable it has been thought
fo by others, for in many Lodges it is not
infifted upon ; ’tis thought [ufficient to put
the lett foot, with the (hoe on, into a [lipper.

Whillt the candidate is in this polture,
the Worlhiptul Grand Malter [peaks to him
as follows: Do you promile never to tell,
write, or dilclofe in any manner whatever,
the [ecrets of Free-Malons and of Free-Ma-
[onry, except to a Brother at the Lodge,
and in the prelence of the Worlhipful Grand

Malter ? Everybody muft be [enlible, that
whoever
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whoever has taken the trouble to offer him-
[elf, promiles whatever is required of him.
Then his brealt is opened, lelt a woman
[hould offer herlelf, and tho’ there are wo-
men who are not better provided in that
re[pect than [ome men, the Brethren are [a-
tisfied with this flight in[pection : they then
place the point of a pair of compalles upon
the left breaft of the candidate ; he himfelf
holds it with his left hand; his right he
lays upon the Gofpel, and he promiles to
oblerve all that has been enjoined him by
the Worfhipful Grand Malter; he then
pronounces the following oath; if T break
thefe rules I confent, that my xxxxxx be
XXXXXXX Out Of XXXXXXX, my XXXXX torn,
my xxxx xxxxxx and reduced to xxxxx, and
the xxxxx xxxxxxxxx In the air, that no far-
ther mention may be made of me amonglt
men ; So help me God, and this Holy Gof-
pel.  When the candidate has pronounced
this oath, he is obliged to kils the book :
this being done, the Worlhipful Grand
Malter places him at his [ide: he then re-
ceives the Free-Mafon’s apron, of which
I have [poken above; a prelent is likewile
made him of a pair of gloves for himlelf,
and another for his miltrel[s or wife.
When the ceremony of giving the apron
and gloves is finifhed, they teach the new
Brother the Free-Malons [igns, and explain
to him the letters drawn on the [pace in

D2 the
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the midft of the chamber, that is to [ay,
J, which [tands for xxxxx.* They then
teach him the fir[t [ign, by which he may
know the Brethren, and be known by them.
This fign is called Guttural; ’tis made by
raifing the xxxxx xxxxto thexxxx in fuch a
manner, that the xxxxx raifed perpendicu-
larly on the sxxx of the xxxx, which fhould
be as near as pollible on a horizontal line,
may form a rule. The xxxxx xxxx being
thus raifed to the xxxx sxxxx of the xxxx be-
gins the fign ; then they lower it and bring
1t down to the xsxxx xxxx, and [trike a blow
on the coat, on the [ame [ide: this [ignal
immediately railes the attention of a Free-
Mafon, if any of the [ociety [hould hap-
pen to be prelent ; he makes the [ame [ign
himlelf, and then they approach. If the
firlt anfwers, there follows another [ign:
they take each others hands, and in {o do-
ing, they mutually lay the xxxxx xxxxx up-
Onthexxxxxandxxxx.\'xx XX XXX Ofthexxxxxxx—
xxx, and approach as it were to confer. = Up-
on this occafion they pronounce the word
xxxxx : thele [igns characterile prentices ;
however, they are the firft [igns made by
Free-Mafons when they meet. The [e-
cond is called the Manual: when the
Brethren have taught the Apprentice the figns
of the order and the word xxxxx, which
may be looked upon as one of the facra-
mental terms of the fraternity, they teach

him

* In this word "“ k "’ is used instead of ““ ch.” Ed.
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him another manner of pronouncing it. It was
thought necefllary to have recourfe to this
expedient, to prevent being taken in by
[uch of the profane, as by diligent inquiry
might dilcover the [igns and terms of Free-
Malonry. = When therefore a Brother has
any [ufpicion, that a perfon who makes the
ligns of the [ociety does not belong to it,
he delires him to xxxxx, he does not explain
himfelf any farther, every Free-Malon
knows what is meant by this.  Then one
fays J, the other is to anlwer x, the fir(t
[ays x, the [econd x, and then the firlt [ays
x, which makes the word xxxxx. ’'Tis In
this manner Free-Malons come to know
each other: ’tis true, indeed, that thele
firlt figns denote only an Apprentice ; there
are others for the Fellow-Crafts and the
Mafters : I [hall here in few words explain
them to the readers.

The ceremony of the inftallation of an Ap-
prentice into the order of Fellow-Crafts, is al-
ways performed in a Grand Lodge : the Grand
Malter and the Alfiftants appear with all the
ornaments of their dignity : the figures are
drawn with a pencil upon the ceiling of the
chamber in which the ceremony of recep-
tion is performed, and inftead of a milfhapen
[tone, which is drawn at the reception of an
Apprentice, as it were to give him to under-
ftand, that he is fit for coarfe work only,

a
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a [tone fit to [harpen tools is reprelented,
in order to denote, that he is now qualified
to polifh his work and bring it to perfection.
He is not obliged to repeat the oath which
he had taken before, it is [ufficiently inti-
mated by a fign, which is called Pectoral.
The candidate 1s taught to lay his hand up-
on his xxxxxx in {uch a manner, as to repre-
fent a rule: this pofition denotes a tacit
oath, by wvirtue of which the Apprentice,
who is to be received a Fellow-Craft, pro-
miles, upon the word of a Brother, never to
reveal the [ecrets of Free-Mafonry.  They
then explain to him the meaning of the
great B drawn on the [ame [pace on which
the pillars of Solomon’s Temple are repre-
[ented. This letter [tands for xxxx: ’tis
cuftomary to xxxsx it in the [ame manner
with the word xxsxxx, when there is any
room to apprehend that a perfon, who would
make himlelf pals for a Brother, is not really
of the [fociety. The mylteries of the re-
ception of a Malter conlilt only in a cere-
mony [omewhat f{ingular, with regard to
which I can inform even [ome Malfters, long
lince received, of certain particulars, which
they are altogether ignorant of. When a
Maliter is to be received, the Hall of Reception
is adorned in the [ame manner as at the re-
ception of an Apprentice or Fellow-Craft ;
but there are more figures reprelented on the
middle [pace; belides the tapers placed

in
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in the form of a triangle, and the two fa-
mous pillars abovementioned, [omething
that refembles a building, which they call
a Mofaic palace, is delcribed there with the
utmolt exactnels. They allo paint there
two other figures, one of which is called
the Laced Tuft, and the other the Throne
belet with [tars: there is allo reprelented a
perpendicular line in the form of a Malfon’s
inftrument, commonly called by workmen a
Plumb-line. There is moreover another
figure which denotes the Tomb of Hiram.
The Free-Malons with great ceremony la-
ment the death of this Hiram, who has been
dead almoflt three thouland years.

There are many Free-Malons, who know
only the name of this Hiram, without
knowing who he was: [fome take him for
Hiram King of Tyre, who made an alliance
with King Solomon, and furnifhed him with
all the materials for building the Temple.
The Brethren think that tears are due to
the memory of a prince, who helped to
build an edifice, which they intend to rebuild.

The Hiram in queltion was very far from
being King of Tyre: he was an excellent
workman in all forts of metals, as gold,
ilver and copper: he was fon of a Tyrian,
and a woman of the tribe of Nephtali. So-
lomon [ent for him to Tvre, in order to

employ
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employ him in adorning the Temple.
In the fourth book of Kings, the reader will
find an account of what he did for the em-
bellifhment of that edifice. Amonglt other
works, mention is made in Scripture of
the two copper pillars, each of which was
eighteen cubits high and twelve round, over
which were cornices graven in the form
of hllies. It was he that gave names to
thele two pillars ; he called that on the right
hand =xxxxx, and that on the left xxxx:
this is the Hiram who is now fo much re-
gretted by the [ociety.

The reception of a Malfter is little more
than a ceremony ; [carce any thing new
is learned at it, except a new [ign, which
is called Pedeftal. ’'Tis made by placing
the feet in (uch a manner, as to reprefent
a rule: this figure is explained allegorically ;
1t intimates, that a Brother ought always to
have equity and jultice in view, be faith-
ful to his King, and irreprehenfible in his
morals.

Thele then are the four principal [igns
that characterife the Free-Mafons. The
Guttural, [o called becaule it is made by
xxxxxxx the hand to the sxxxxx, in order to
make the fign of a rule. The Manual, in
which the Brethren touch the xxxxxx of xxxx
xxxxxx xxxxxxx, [he Pectoral, which is made

by
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by laying the xxxx upon the xxxxx in form
of a rule; and the Pedeltal, which takes
it’s name from the pofition of the xxxx.

The Malters have no words to diltinguilh
them from the Fellow-Crafts; they only
oblerve the cultom of laying the arm upon
the fhoulder when they embrace each
other : this is their diftinguifhing mark,
which is followed by the Pedeltal [ign.

In all the allemblies of Free-Malons, the
ceremony of drinking healths, takes up
much of their time: however, there (till
remains enough for them to contribute to
their mutual edification, by propoling
queltions. =~ When a queltion is propoled
to a Brother, which he has not [kill enough
to anfwer, he lays his hand in the form of
a rule upon his xxxxxx and bows his head,
to intimate that he delires to be exculed
from an{wering ; then the Grand Malflter
addrelles himlelf to one of more experience
in fuch terms as thele ; Brother how many
are required to form a Lodge? The Bro-
ther an[wers, Worfhipful Grand Mafter,
three form it, five compole it, and [even
make it perfect. Queltions of a much
higher nature are propoled to the Malfters,
or rather the Malter when interrogated up-
on the molt [imple queltion anlwers, in
terms altogether [ublime.  For example,

E the
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the Worlhipful Grand Malfter [ays to one
of the Afliftants: Brother whence come
you ? The other anfwers, Worlhipful Grand
Malfter, from St. John’s Lodge. The Grand
Mafter then afks him, What did you [ee
there, when your eyes were uncovered ?
The Alfliftant anfwers, I faw three great
lights, the Mofaic palace, the Canopy be
[et with [tars, the Laced-Tuft,* Plumb-
line, &c. Nothing can be more circum-
{tantial than this anlwer; and tho’ it may
be thought [omewhat oblcure, it gives per-
fect [atisfaction to the Brethren who hear
it, and gives the molt lively plealure to the
whole company.  The Free-Mafons [igns
are made from time to time: the Adepts
make them with a facility that charms the
[pectators, and thole who have not been
[ufficiently exerciled, or who are awkward in
their addrels, [ometimes divert the Brethren
not a little, by the confulion and perplexity
which they difcover. ’'Tis unnecelfary to
enter into a longer detail concerning the
[ubjects, upon which the inftructions or
converfations of the Free-Malons generally
turn ; they are generally much of the [ame
nature with thofe I have juft mentioned.

"Tis then in vain that calumny has en-
deavoured to blacken the Free-Malons, by
the molt infamous afperfions; the plealures

which they enjoy together, have nothing of
an

* This is a rope with tassels at each end, used to surround
the pavement and emblems. Ed.
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an impure nature in them, and the uni-
formity which reigns in their allemblies, is
no ways tirelome, or dilgulting, becaule they
tenderly love one another. I am [enlible
that any body but a Free-Mafon would take
but little plealure, in what gives the [ociety
the higheft delight: but to a Free-Malon,
every thing that concerns the order is molt
important and interelting ; what would be
perfectly inflipid to one of the profane, is
an exquilite plealure to a Free-Mafon : this
is a remarkable proof of the great influence
of the [ociety.

"Tis evident therefore, that there is no-
thing but what is perfectly harmlels and
innocent in the converlations, which the
Free-Mafons hold at their allemblies; and
the purity of [entiments which difltinguilhes
this [ociety from all others, derives a
new lultre from the joyous hymns which
the Brethren [ing after they have been [ome-
time at table.

"Tis well known, that the character of
each individual appears manife(t in the fongs
which he [ings. It happens [ometimes, for
example, that a perfon on account of his
age or condition, oblerves for a time the ut-
molt relerve ; but when once warm’d with
the juice of the grape, thinks he may dil-
penle with the laws of decency, and indulge

Ez2 him/felf
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himfelf in the molt grols oblcenity. ’'Tis a
maxim pretty generally received, that [ingers
[hould be free from all reltrictions : this maxim
the Free-Mafons have never thought pro-
per to adopt, and their fongs, as pure and
innocent as their dilcourle, breathe nothing
but gaiety and goodnels of heart.

'Tis in all companies looked upon as a
breach of politene(s to whilper, but ’tis
generally [peaking, looked upon only as a
breach of politenefs; by the Free-Malons
it is looked upon as a crime, which is
punithed with greater or lels [everity
according as the offending party is more or
lels in liquor.

The form obferved at the expullion of a
Frce-Mafon, is as follows: The Grand
Malter does not immediately proceed with
the utmolt rigour ; but begins by a gentle ad-
monition, and if the faulty Brother returns
to his duty, he is only condemned in a fine.
I obferved above, that it was always applied
to the relief of the poor; this has been al-
ways the practice among the Free-Malons.
Some Lodges have, however, thought pro-
per to keep the money to {pend it at merry

meetings.
When
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When the Brother who has been ad-
monifhed, pays no regard to the remon-
{trances of the Grand Malter, they proceed
again{t him with rigour, if the cale [eems
to require it. The Grand Malter calls a
council, the members proceed to vote, and
if the majority vote for the expullion of a
Brother, ’tis done after this manner. The
Grand Malter (trikes upon the table, and
cries out, Lilten to the order Brethren : the
Affiltants [trike allo, and repeat what the
Grand Malter has [aid: when every body
prefent appears attentive to the order, the
Grand Mafter lays his hand upon his brealt
in the form of a rule, and addrelling him-
felf to the fir[t or [econd Alliftant, [ays to
him, Brother, why did you get yourlelf re-
ceived into the [ociety of Free-Malons ? He
that is queftioned, anfwers as follows : Wor-
(hipful Grand Malfter, it was becaule I was
in the dark, and was delirous of [eeing the
light. The Grand Malter then afks him,
How were you received a Free-Malon? To
which he anfwers thus, Worflhipful Grand
Malter, by three great [trokes. The Grand
Malfter alks him next, What do thele three
{trokes [ignify ? To which he anlwers,
Knock, and it will be opened to you, alk
and you [hall receive ; offer yourlelf, and
you [hall be accepted. The Malter then
puts this queltion, What did you fee when
you were received 7 To which he anlwers,

Nothing
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Nothing that I could comprehend. Grand
Malter alks, How were you drelfed when
you were received at the Lodge? Anfwer,
Worflhipful Grand Malter I was neither
naked nor richly drelfed, but decently only.
Grand Malter alks, Where did the Grand
Mafter ftand when you were received ? An-
{wer, On the ealt-fide. Grand Mafter alks,
Why on the ealt-fide ? Anlwer, Worlhipful
Grand Malter, becaule as the [un rifes in the
ealt the Grand Malter [hould [tand on that
[ide, in order to open to the workmen, and
inftruct the Lodge. Grand Malter alks,
Where did the Affiltants [tand ? Anlwer,
Worlhipful Grand Mafter on the welt-[ide.
Grand Malfter afks, Why on the welt-[fide ?
Anfwer, Becaule as the [un [ets in the welt,
the Alfiltants [hould [tand there to pay the
workmen, and [hut the Lodge.

The Grand Malter then pronounces the
[entence of expullion in thefe terms: Firft
and fecond Alliftant, Brethren, and Fellow-
Crafts of this Lodge, the Lodge is [hut:
this the Alfiltants repeat. The Grand Mal-
ter then tells the Brother that is in fault,
that the Lodge is [hut on account of the
crime he has committed, and neglected to
make proper reparation for. From that
time, he that has received this reprimand is
excluded from the order; no farther men-
tion is made of him, when the Brethren are

invited
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invited to aflilt at a reception ; and care is at
the [ame time taken to intimate to the other
Lodges the bad qualities of him who has
been treated with this [everity : 'tis then a
rule to admit him no where ; this is one of
the [tatutes of the order.

However, a Brother mult carry his ob-
[tinacy very far, to oblige the [ociety to
treat him with fuch rigour: an order fo re-
markable for its mildnels, tranquillity, and
peacable difpofition, does not [uffer this
rigorous [entence to be pronounced againft
any of its members, without having firft
tried every method to bring about a recon-
ciliation : fuch a dilagreeable interruption
mult confiderably diminifh the plealure,
which the Brethren take in [inging the
hymns of the order.  However, as ’tis a
rule to [ing in the ordinary affemblies, their
longs are relumed as [oon as a perfect tran-
quility is reftored. I have already oblerved,
that they concluded by the Apprentices [ong,
and I have taken notice, that the Serving-
Brothers at that time, [eat themfelves by
their Malters. In the [ame place I de-
[cribed the forms obflerved in the lalt cere-
mony ; for which reafons I think it unne-
celfary to enlarge upon them at prelent.
Having thus laid before the reader the cere-
monies of the Free-Mafons, and explained

their
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their [igns, I think it ablolutely necellary to
give him a concile hiltory of Hiram, Adoni-
ram or Adoram, architect of the Temple
of Solomon, as the [ociety was formed in
order to rebuild that Temple. Hiram the
chief architect of Solomon’s Temple, had
fo great a number of workmen to pay, that
he could not polfibly know them all; he
therefore gave each of the chief of them a
particular [ign to diftinguifh them.  The
Apprentices word was xxxxx, the name
Of one Of the XXXXXX XXXXXXX at the XX XX Of
the Temple, at which they were wont to
allemble in order to receive their pay. They
made their [ign by laying their xxxx xxxx
upon their xxxx xxxxxxxx, then turning it to
the right, and letting it fall upon the xxxxx,
and this was to be done at two different
times. The word of the partners or Fel-
low-Crafts was =xxxx; for that was the
name of the other xxxxxx xxxxxx at the Tem-
ple xxxx, where they likewile met to receive
their [alary. They made their fign by lay-
ing their XXXXX XXXX upon theirxxxx XXXXXX
their four xxxxxxx being joined together and
[tretched out, whillt the =xxxxx made a
right angle with them. The Maflter had
his peculiar word to diftinguifh him from
thofe I have jult mentioned, and that was
the name xxxxxxx, but this was altered af-
ter the death of Adoniram. We fhall here
give the Free-Malons oath at full length,

as
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as we have given only a general idea of it in
our account of a reception, and with it
we [hall conclude our narrative.

The OATH made by the FREE-MASONS on
the firft day of their reception.

Promile and engage upon the word of a

gentleman, before God and this honour-
able company, never to reveal the xxxxxxx
of the Free-Malons, and of Free-Malonry,
nor to be directly or indirectly the caufe of
revealing, printing, or graving the [aid xx-
x=xx 1N any language, or in any character
whatever. I likewile promife never to [peak
of Free-Malonry, except to a Brother,
and that after having [trictly examin’d him.
This I promile upon pain of having my
XXXXXX XXX, my XXXXXX XXXXXXX XXX, my
XXXXX XXXX, a_nd my XXXX XXXXXX and XX -
XXXXX XX XXXXX, a,nd 'the XXXXX XXXXXXXXX
through the air, [o that my memory may
no longer remain amonglt men, or amonglt
Free-Malons.

This is the [ubltance of the oath, the
fenfe is always the [ame, though there may

be fome difference in the expreffions.
F For
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is, I

exprelfion

1T

I f[hall not name, inftead of faying, I pro-
before Gobp, the
promile before the GREAT ARCHITECT OF

For example, in a certain Lodge, which

mile

TuE UNIVERSE.

APPENDIX.
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APPENDIX.
greexses SHALL here give a recapitulation
= g of the [igns, words, and manner of
pid & touching of the Free-Malons, and
%

*#%TREP®  explain the true ule of them, as it
has not been done with all the care which it
required in the courle of this work. It will
moreover be a [atisfaction to the reader to
find them united in one point of view, as
that will fave him the trouble of looking for
them in different parts of the treatife. The
fir{t {ign made by the apprentices is the Gut-
tural. They make it by placing the xxxxx
xxxx on the xxxx xxxx of the xxxx under the
xxxx, The xxxx mult be placed in an xxxx
XXXXXX line, the XXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXX
and kept clofe together, and the xxxxx
lowered so as to form a rule. They then
draw back the xxxx on the [ame line to the
xxxxx xxxx of the xxxx, and they lalt of all
let the xxxx fall upon the xxxxx, and [trike
their coats. The [econd {ign, which is called
the manual fign is made by laying the xxxxx
XX XXX upon 'thC XX XXX XXXXX Of the XXXXXXXXXX

Fa2 of
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of the xxxxx xxxx, The f(ign made, the
brethren xxxxx the xxxx xxxxx in the man-
ner delcribed above. The pals word of the
apprentices is xxxxx xxxx, The Fellow-crafts
fign conlifts in laying the xxxxx xxxx upon
the xxxxxx, near the xxxx of the xxxxx, the
xxxx xxxxxxx being [tretched out and kept
clole together, the xxxxx being kept at
fome diftance in the form of a rule, and the
xx at [ome diltance from the body, [o as
to make the xxxxx jut out. This is the
pectoral [ign.  The Fellow-Crafts touch is
the [ame with that of the apprentices, ex-
cepting only that it is made upon the xx-
xxxx xxxxxx, The word xxxx they [pell and
pronounce in the f[ame manner with the
word xxxxx. The pafs word to the Fellow-
Crafts is xxxxxxxxxx. The Malters make
ule of the fame [igns, the [ame touch, and
the [ame word with the Fellow-Crafts.
They have a pals-word, which is xxxxxx.
However they have a word, a touch, and a
lign peculiar to themlfelves. The word is
xxxx-xxxxxx, but it is [eldom pronounced,
becaule it is looked upon as [acred. The
Malfter’s touch is not in frequent ule either.
It is made by putting the xxxxx xxxxx be-
tween the X X X XX XX XXX and XXXXXXXXXX Of
the perfon touched, and taking hold of the
sxxxxx part of his sxxxx with the remaining
sxxx xxxxxxx, Which mult be kept at [ome

diltance
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diftance. They then approach and em-
brace, as has been faid above. The malter’s
fign conlilts in making the rule with the
xxxx in the manner already explained [eve-
veral times, in railing it horizontally to the
xxx of the xxxx, and in laying the xxx of
the xxxxx upon the xxxxxxxx, then bring-
ing it down in the [(ame polition below the
xxxxxx, and putting the xxx of the xxxxx
into the xxx of the xxxxxxx. This flign is
made ule of only in a lodge and at the re-
ception of Malters. There is one [(ign more
which is feldom made ule of except in a
lodge, though it is ufed indifcriminately by
the Apprentices, the Fellow-Crafts, and
the Malters. 'T’is the pedeftal, this is made
by placing the =xxxxx contiguous to each
other ; and keeping the ends of the xxxx
alunder fo as to form a rule. = With regard
to the manner in which Free-Mafons write
to each other, they feldom ule any other
form than this: I [alute you by the
number 3 and then join 3 &c. But when
one lodge writes to another, the word Sir
is wrote in the form of a rule.

S

R.

And to this is added fome [ymbol of the
fociety.
An
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An AproLoGY for the FREE-MASONS.

Must then our fociety [till be abus’d,
And traduc’d by the vile and unjuft ;

Since by the profane we’re [o often accus’d
At laft we mult anlwer, we mult.

Since to calumny’s tongue we’ve (o long been
expos’d,
Our caule we muft now jultify ;
Since o long by our foes we have all been op-
pos’d
'Tis proper to make a reply.

Know then that the brethren all duties attend,
That they’re true to the king and the [tate ;

A Free-Mafon ever is true to his friend,
Which makes all his virtues complete.

Fair Liberty [(till in our lodges prelides,
But ne’er violates decency’s laws ;

We true plealures enjoy and whatever betides,
We all have the [ame common caule.

Tho’ our pleafures from public view are con-
ceal’d, .
Our rules are [till [trict and auftere, .
Our mylteries ever remain unreveal'd ;
No prying inquirers we fear.

Our purpole is only true blifs to obtain,
And the golden age to reltore ;

On earth to renew Altrea’s blelt reign,
And make mortals as blelt as of yore.

To
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To convince the reader that thefe boalts
of the Free-Malons are not altogether emp-
ty and ofltentatious, it is proper to [ay a
word concerning the manner in which they
alfift their poor. In this relpect they make
no manner of difference between foreign-
ers and fellow citizens ; and this is, no doubt,
highly laudable. There are many moreé
fongs compoled by Free-Malons upon their
affairs, but as they turn, for the molt part,
upon the fame topicks, we apprehend, that
a [ingle inftance will be [ufficient to give
the reader an idea of them.

FinIs.



